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A network of caring youth

World-acclaimed
primatologist and
environmental
advocate Dr Jane
Goodall shares her
reasons for hope,
writes Kirana Aster

LECTRIC. That was the
Esmwgm in the packad hall

of 2 2.000-strong crowd at the
Rerjava Times Square Hotel in KL
recently. From young school chikiren
to aduls from all walks of life, they
held theirbreath astheir icon entered
the room to a Standing ovation.

But the overwhelming welcome
wasat reserved for a pop star. Sull.
it was nothing short of 2 rock star
moament asthe famad DrJane Goodall
DBE deliverad her talk "Reasons For
Hope™ that moming in her maiden
trip to Malaysia.

The internationally-renowned
ogist, ethologist,

st and United Nations
7 of Peace 1$ 2 stoic symbal
for different reasons. To
fans, she's 2 symbol of
inspiration an iction for never
giving up on your dreams.

To th ientific community,
she’s a symbol of a2 female pieneer
inaf isibiy dominated by men.
To conservatior she has been
an important voice in the crusade
zgzinst environmental destruction
and sparhy. And at 80, the world’s
leading expert in chimpanzees still
packs a punch.
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and found the perfect candidate in
Goodall.

Theirinitial meet resulted in a job
offer for Goodall who joined two other
young women — Dian Fossey and  told that my studies were wrong and
Birute Galdikas, known as Leakey’s that I can't use names for animals
“Trimates” — all were chosen by becausetheydon’t have personalities
him to study chimpanzees, gorillas  or emotions. Science at the time was
and the orang utan respectively. So  arrogant, reductionist and had no
in1960, Goodall packed upagainbut  tools to study emotions in animals.
this time brought along her mother  Scientists didn’t dare to give them
to begin her research in Tanganyika attributes.”

(later called Tanzania) at the Gombe She explains that 99 per cent of
Stream Game Reserve, nowknownas ~chimpanzee DNA is identical with
Gombe National Park. humans and that they’re more

Her life, or fate, as some would intelligent than what we give them
argue, came full circle in Gombe. It credit for. “My research helped
was a homecoming of sorts for the  blur the line between humans and
26-year-old Goodall whose solitary  animals.” Afterall, it wasthe opinion
observations in the rainforest ofherteacherthatshecared the most
eventually led to breakthrough about — her dog, Rusty.
discoveries on chimpanzees. Her
scientific findings catapulted herto  TROUBLE IN PARADISE

were deemed as unscientific;chimps
shouldnt have names they say, they
should be given numbers.

“It was intimidating at first to be

CIRL POWER
Long before her heyday as National
Geographic’s cover gid for her work
with chimpanzees, the young Jane
Gooedall grew up in a middle-class
family in London. Born on April 3,
1934, she recalls being surrounded
. by strong women.

Her passion for animals
manifested in the form of 2 stuffed
toy, a chimp called Jubilee — the
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The youth, believes Goodall, is reason for ope, asevident in the Roots and

toddler’s best friend and partner
in crime. “T had a good start in life
and had a mother who was very
supportive. We didn't have much
money but we had encugh and we
didn't need more.”
She cultivated her curiosity
and skills of observation from as
young as 5 when she snuck into her
grandmgther's chicken coop in the
countryside to observe how chicken
lay eggs. She reappeared five hours
later — her family was frantically
tocking for her by that time. Rather
than scold her. Goodall’'s mother
listened as the little ginl excitedly
detailed the miracle of life she had
observed.

When she turped 10, she read
the Tarzan stories religiously and
decided then that she was going to
work with animals in Africa. It was
this early nurnturing coupled with

Shoots programme.

her mother’s patience that sowed the
seeds of a life-long dream.

“Parents need to satisfy their
children’s curiosity as children
develop better with the natural world
around them. My awe and wonder
as a child would have been simply
crushed and I might not be where 1
am today if not for my mother’s full

Growingupinanerawhen females
were discouraged from choosing
more adventurous pursuits, Goodall
remained steadfast in her dreams,
The phrase, “you're just a girl” was
constantly thrown at Goodall but it
only served to fuel her ambitions.

“1f you believe it's a good idea,
you must never give up on it,” she
emphasised.

She obtained excellent results at

school but Goodall’s family didn’t
have the meanstosend hertocollege.
Instead, she went to secretarial school
and the opportunity to realise her
dreamsarrived when she wasinvited
to visit a friend in Kenya. She saved
up working as a waitress and bought
2 one-way boat ticket to the “dark
continent”. She was 23. Her journey
was just beginning.

INVIGORATING SCIENCE

Once in Nairobi, another door
of opportunity opened for
Goodall. She was introduced
to the paleoanthropologist and
archaeclogist, Louis Leakey, who
was studying the origins of human
evolution in Africa. He had been
searching for the right person for 10
years to research wild chimpanzees

international fame when she shed Goodall has repeatedly mentioned
light on the animals’ use of tools (a  that her happiest is being alone with
behaviour previously thought as the chimps in Gombe. It’s there that
unique to humans) and behavioural  she finds peace to lead a productive
characteristics such as aggression career as field biologist. She would
and violence as well as altruismand  have wished to remain in this
affection. sanctuary if not for a life-changing
Recognising the potential in conference she attended in the
Goodall’s landmark work, in 1962, United States in 1986.
Leaky arranged for her to enrol in In the conservation session, she
a PhD programme in ethology at was made aware of the threats being
Cambridge University. Without faced bytheseapes. Theirforests were
any college degree or scientific disappearing fast. Their numbers
background, Goodall's early foray were also dwindling due to the
intoherdoctorate yearswasmet with  proliferation of the bushmeat trade
criticism from her colleagues. and the demand for chimps as pets.
Her bold personification and Furthermore, the cruel treatment
unconventional methodology of chimps in medical laboratories
of research on the Kasakela c¢reated an indelible mark in
chimpanzee community in Gombe, Goodall's consciousness and career
with entry upon entry in her journal  path. “I went to this conference as a
documentingthe distinctivetraitsof  scientist and left as an activist. I saw
David Greybeard, Flo and the likes  thedeforestation and environmental
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degradation happening around me
and knew that well reach a point of
no return if don't reverse it.”
Through the lane Goodall
Institute which she founded in
1977, she began to reach out to
the comnwnities on ground zem.
Pressing problems such as poverty.
lack of education and other
humanitarian issues addressed
would subsequent!y make or break
conservation pnioritwes of locals.
After years of providing a hotistic
approach to these tssues, the sucoess
of JGI's activities has resalted in
mere wilderness sreas getung
protected in five Afrncan coantries.,
Citing microcrednt pioneer
Muhammad Yunus as one of her
heroes, Goodall strongly believes
that the empowerment of locals will
create a nerwork of individuals who
not onty care for their community
but also for all animals and for the
" environment
In 1991, & group of 12 students in
Tanzania responded te Goodall's
call for action. establishing
Roots & Shoots, a grassroots
fnitiative involving the youth as
envitonmental stewards,
The programme has since found
a place In more than 130 countries,
with more than 150000 members
whoare all contiected by the mission
1o make world a betier place.
Mataysia is the latest addition 10
this growing tnitistive. “Whatever
we belicve in, we made a mess on
this planet and we need to get out of
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LOCAL ACTION, CLOBAL IMPACY
Rallying others to make a positive
impact isn'tan easy feat. Travelling
300 davs in a year, Goodall has
encountered a common thread
amongst the vouth through her
globe-trotting missions.

*1 feel shame, anger and
depression when 1 think about how
we havedamaged the environment.”

These feelings, she adds,
are multiplied in the younger
generation who feel hopeless and
apathetic about how thev can
make a difference. Many of them,
she noted. are overwhelmed by the
global prodlems that plague the
environment. The key is to facus
on local inftiatives with sotutions
that would make an impact on our
surroundings, and to unlock their
own leadership abilities,

Goedatl remains humble
sbowt her accolades and reminds
the audience that her role was
something that could casity be filled
by any individual who wants to
make a positive difference. Whether
# be CEOs of large companies who
change their business practices to
tre greener or the consumer who
asks where the products come
from, responsible action comes in
many shapes and forms. More so is
spraking up for Mother Earth and
using “people power” to Create the
change you want 10 see.

“It's Bizarre that humans who
of

woukl have

the brain and heart, Only when our
clever brain and our human beant
work togethet in harmoay can we
achieve our true potential”

STHL NOPEFUL

With conservation diokogy deemwnd
ane of the mast depressiag fiekds to
work in, would Goodall still be as
hapeful (i the Beld studying chings
tustead of her path of activism
which ledt her 1o meet fnsplring
peaple and cocounter atfitming

stortes aleng bet bouraey?
“Gombe Ix a stary of hope s 1
hopeful Rt
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the media today thes to portray
negative stores. | will be auncbing
2 blog on my $1st dirthday in April
Called! Jaee Goodadil A Good News,

“1 wan? to share storses of hape
and projfects that fmkecs posiiviey.
That's mv anthdote.”

The vouth, she attests, 18 also
another reason for hopse, 2+ cvident
in the Roots & Shoots programase
wotktwiite. What is alse Bopelel
is seeing the taces of Malavsisns
present in the hali who, in one
way or amother, strive to play thelr
rode. Activism doesnl seem Hde 8
far-Fetched notton with Gendatl
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Povstead &' aoovsadiv amd doadie.
What s her advice 10 Malaysaas
who are Keew 0 porsie 3 Caneer ia
Qomservation”®
Vg my mather Yoo have
0 really want & You Rave to wak
Rard Take the opynrtanZes (har
cve vout was Newes gree "
Perdaps ancther theng: Sriag
your favourite stunfled tov S the
ATy
On the cover (v faoe Coodal with
Comde chimpansee, Friwd (ow tevs
of
Phvete &y ghishael
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